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Participation in liturgy: 

 What can you do to help children see the ordination itself?  If 

there are screens, are they at a height where a young child can 

see?   

 Is there scope to gather children together and give them a really 

good, close-up view of the laying on of hands? Where this has 

been done, it has had a profound effect on everyone present. 

 When you prepare the Orders of Service, is there scope to add 

simple line drawings (Bible, pulpit, deacon or priest, bread and 

wine, chalice and ciborium)?  These can be helpful way markers 

in the service for children and adults and can be coloured. 

 Access to toilets throughout the service is really important, and is 

not always provided.  Two hours is a long time and on a special 

day in a new church, visits to the toilet are likely to be needed by 

some children even after going just before the service. 

After the service 

 Congratulations to the new deacons or priests! 

 Thank you for welcoming children and young people 

 How about creating a mood board where people of all ages can 

share one word thoughts or feelings about the ordination ser-

vice?  You could create a Wordle to display afterwards in the 

building and on social media 

 Now it's time for photos! Children are likely to be excited about 

a chance to have their photo taken with people in special 

clothes... or to borrow the special clothes for a photo.  Can you 

help? 
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Thank you for welcoming children and young people amongst all those 

attending ordination services this year.  Your welcome means a huge 

amount to children and young people, their parents and carers, the people 

being ordained, and to us all.  For children of those being ordained, this 

service also represents an important shift in their own formation and roles 

within the church.   

We hope the 'Ordination Explored' booklet will support the welcome you 

give to children attending ordination services. It has been put together with 

primary school aged children in mind, but hopefully there are some things 

for younger children too. There are things to do before the service, during 

each part of the service and afterwards. It has been created by a combina-

tion of children, people recently ordained or preparing for ordination, and 

people who are passionate about helping children participate in the love of 

God and getting the most out of being part of church.  If possible, please 

print the booklet on yellow or cream coloured paper, as this is best for ac-

commodating people with dyslexia or visual impairments.  

This leaflet has some other ideas to support you in extending and develop-

ing your welcome to children at ordination services. Please let us know of 

anything we can do to improve this leaflet or the 'Ordination Explored' 

booklet: curate.elizabeth@gmail.com' 

Ordination Explored' booklet: 

 Please print the booklet on yellow or cream paper (this is best for peo-

ple with dyslexia or visual impairments). The booklet can also be print-

ed on A3 paper as a ‘large print’ edition.  

 If you can provide pencils or pens and ideally coloured pencils or pens 

this will be hugely appreciated by people who didn't know there would 

be a booklet. If you provide something to put them back in, or a big 

container by the door, you should get all the pens and pencils back. 

 Diocesan Directors of Ordinands might be able to guide you on how 

many children to expect 
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Planning ahead 

Use of space: 

 How can you create a positive welcome for children of all ages? 

 Do you have a children's trail or quiz?  Could all or part of this be availa-

ble for the wait before the service starts? 

 Is there a space set aside for children to use if they wish? If you can pro-

vide them, quiet toys and books will be popular with young children; any 

paper, pens, crafts etc will be warmly welcomed by older children.  

Could you create together a giant picture of a new deacon or priest 

which you could display later? 

 Is there a quiet space (perhaps a side chapel) where children can go if 

they feel overwhelmed by all the people and noise?  

 Is there a space where children can stretch their legs and move around 

quietly during the service?  Up to two hours is a long time for anyone to 

keep completely still, and it can feel particularly long for children.  

 Is there anywhere where children can stretch their legs properly after 

they arrive and before the service starts? 

Preparing other staff and volunteers: 

 Please circulate this leaflet and its ideas widely 

 Please help stewards, sidespeople, virgers/vergers and security staff to 

prepare to give children a really positive welcome alongside all 

the other congregation members.  It may be helpful to discuss 

children's needs about moving around and use of toilets. 
 

On the day  
 

We know how busy you are, especially at ordinations!  

Anything which can be done to help children and their parents/carers 

on the day will be hugely appreciated. 


